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A 
N
ew cluster of cases 
was 
reported
 in 
Dalian, a north-eastern city in China.
T
he COVID-19 situation in 
Hongkong
, China continued to be severer
.
The number of daily cases in Japan
 
soared, as young people account for 60% of the newly infected.
As of 24 July, twenty-five candidate vaccines 
were
 under clinical evaluation.
)WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS (22 July – 29 July)
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WEEKLY COVID-19 SITUATION (22-28 July) 
	Country or area
	New cases
(cumulative)
	New death
(cumulative)
	Change in 7-day average
	Days since last reported case

	Mainland China
	353(84 060)
	0(4 634)
	50
	0

	Hongkong, China
	866(2 884)
	9(23)
	124
	0

	Japan
	5947(32 097)
	11(1 001)
	850
	0

	Tokyo, Japan
	1795(11 611)
	NA
	256
	0

	South Korea
	387(14 203)
	4(300)
	55
	0

	Mongolia
	2(289)
	0(0)
	0.3
	0
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Table 1.
 Countries or areas with reported confirmed COVID-19 cases and deaths, covering the period from 22-28 July 2020
)East Asia
· The Mainland China shows an increasing trend of daily confirmed cases as the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region continued to increase daily confirmed cases, while Dalian, Liaoning province outbroke a new cluster of cases in a seafood company. Mainland China on Wednesday reported 98 local infections, the highest number in more than four months, with 89 in the far western region of Xinjiang, eight in Liaoning and one in Beijing.

· The situation in Honkong continues to be severer. The daily confirmed cases have been over 100 for a continuous seven days. In the recent 7-day period from 22 to 28 July, an average of 123.7 cases were reported per day, as compared with 64.1 cases per day reported in the previous 7-day period. As of now, nearly half of locally transmitted cases still do not know the source of infection. Hongkong also faces the lack of medical resource. As of 27 July, the utilization rate of negative pressure beds was 79%, and nearly 82% of negative pressure wards had been used. As the lack of first-tier beds, 230 patients had been transferred to second-tier beds, and more than 100 patients went to the community isolation facility.

· Japan occupied nearly 78.7% of the total new confirmed cases in East Asia in the last seven days, not only Tokyo, Osaka and Aichi prefectures also recorded all-time highs in new coronavirus cases. On 26 July, Japan's coronavirus infections went to 30,000. The figure has soared by 10,000 in a mere three weeks after surpassing 20,000 on July 4. In Tokyo, the recent spike has prompted a surge in patients at hospitals. But the pace of increase of critically ill patients who need artificial respiration is slower, as 60% of recently confirmed infections are people in their 20s and 30s who tend to have mild symptoms, but cases are spreading as well among those in their 40s and 50s.

· South Korea still faces the risk of imported cases as more than half of the daily confirmed cases in the last seven days were input cases. While the change in 7-day average is 55, the average of locally transmitted cases is 21. 

· Mongolia reported two confirmed cases in the last seven days, but still faces the risk of input cases as charter flights keep conveying Mongolian citizens come back home from different countries.


Data Source:
1. Mainlan China: http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqtb/list_gzbd.shtml
2. HK: https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/media/116/index.html
3. Japan: https://covid19japan.com/
4. Tokyo: https://stopcovid19.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/en/
5. South Korea: http://ncov.mohw.go.kr/en/
6. Mongolia: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/mongolia/


MEDIA MONITORING OF GOVERNMENT RESPONSE (22-28 July) 
Mainland China 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk46921163]21-July, China's Urumqi conducts citywide COVID-19 tests. (Xinhua)
2. 27-July, China issues guidelines for COVID-19 prevention, control in meat plants. (Xinhua)
3. 27-July, Zhuhai and Shenzhen suspended the recognition of quarantine in Hong Kong. (Plataforma) 
4. 27-July, Central gov't to provide all necessary support for Hong Kong's fight against COVID-19: liaison office. (Xinhua)
5. 28-July, Dalian Kicks Off Mass Testing Amid China’s Latest Regional Covid-19 Flare-Up. (Caixin)
Hongkong, China
1. 21-July, HK extends quarantine measures until Sept 7 as cases continue to rise. (Macau Business)
2. 24-July, HK makeshift hospital put into use on Friday amid worsening coronavirus situation. (Global Times)
3. 26-July, Hong Kong third wave: sea crew changes for passenger ships and other vessels suspended as government tightens Covid-19 measures. (South China Morning Post)
4. [bookmark: _Hlk46841794]27-July, Hong Kong is to enact a 2-person limit on group gatherings from Wednesday in response to the escalating Covid-19 outbreak. Dining-in at restaurants will also be banned and mask-wearing will be compulsory in outdoor public places. The measures will expire on August 4. (Hongkong Free Press)
5. 28-July, Hong Kong third wave: struggling catering sector calls for HK$8 billion government bailout as restaurant ban looms amid Covid-19 crisis. (South China Morning Post)
6. 28-July, Over 500,000 people will receive free testing in HK. (China News)
Japan
1. [bookmark: _Hlk46913669]22-July, Japan to postpone relaxing limits for major events until end of August. (Japan Times)
2. [bookmark: _Hlk46841670]27-July, Japan to conduct its first nationwide coronavirus-linked mental health survey. (Japan Times)
3. 27-July, Japan to ask firms to ensure at least 70% of staff work from home. (Japan Times)
4. 28-July, Japan to include anti-virus steps in revised nursing care guidelines. (Japan Times)
5. 28-July, Government threatens to publicize nightlife businesses' names if coronavirus cases found. (Japan Times)
South Korea
1. 24-July, Busan reports another coronavirus cluster among Russian sailors. Health authorities mull adding Russia to list of risky countries. (Korean Herald)
2. [bookmark: _Hlk46841480]26-July, S. Korea to charge foreigners for COVID-19 treatment. (Korea Herald)
3. [bookmark: _Hlk46841749]26-July, Seoul to keep outdoor swimming pools closed this summer due to pandemic. (Korea Herald)
4. 28-July, Moon Expects Social Agreement to Help Recovery, Ease Inequality. (KBS)
Mongolia
1. 22-July, 260 Mongolians brought back from Japan put into mandatory isolation (Montsame)
2. 23-July, Mongolia expects stronger cooperation with China against COVID-19. (Xinhua)
3. 27-July, The charter flight has brought 264 Mongolians from Europe. (Montsame) 
4. [bookmark: _Hlk46841900]27-July, COVID-19 guidelines for schools, kindergartens being developed. (Montsame) 
5. 28-July, Mongolia, UN to partner in rebuilding Mongolia's post-pandemic economy. (Montsame)
[image: ] (
Country Cluster for China, Japan, Republic of Korea, and Mongolia
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[image: ]RED CROSS RED CRESCENT (22 July – 29 July) (*No Updates: Korean Red Cross)
	[bookmark: _Hlk43903270]COVID-19
	Red Cross Society of China
· Chinese Red Cross Foundation (CRFC) dispatched two “Red Cross First Aid Stations” (COVID-19 sample collection booths) to two hospitals in Urumqi city to carry out free NAT work. In the previous COVID-19 prevention and control work in Beijing, CRFC donated ten sample collection booths to four hospitals in Beijing.
Hongkong Red Cross, Branch of RCSC
· HKRC maintains the emergency services, including provision of relief and health materials to the quarantine centers and provision of medicines and daily necessities to home quarantine people. 
· Risk communication messages are reinforced through social media posts and delivery of leaflets to the residential buildings with infected patients. 
· An internal sharing on legal perspective in COVID-19 work from home / service was arranged on 28 July 2020
· Extra infectious control cleaning was conducted in certain area after the blood donation incident in July (a person donated blood, then confirmed COVID-19). Enhanced cleaning of office area & HQ public space has been ongoing since Feb 2020.
Japanese Red Cross Society
· Since the number of daily positive cases is now increasing in Japan, the Red Cross hospitals are on the high alert and preparing for accepting the patients.
Mongolian Red Cross Society
· Through the COVID-19 response DREF operation, MRCS delivered 3000 food parcels and 2500 hygiene parcels to the most vulnerable households across the country.
· Currently MRCS is preparing to construct 10 hand washing stations at most populated markets and public centers of Ulaanbaatar city.

	Flood
	Red Cross Society of China
· RCSC keeps conducting the response work for the flood. According to incomplete statistics, RCSC has sent rescue teams to the affected areas for 450 times, and more than 15,100 rescue team members and volunteers have participated in the rescue work, assisted around 23,200 affected people.
Japanese Red Cross Society
· JRCS keeps conducting the response work for the flood. JRCS medical teams have been actively involved in medical support while paying attention to hygiene at the evacuation centers. JRCS also considers COVID-19 prevention measures during the flood response work such as wearing masks, not crowded evacuation centres and so on.


     

The trend of Daily confirmed Cases 
in East asia from 22-28 July
Mainland China	
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